
 

Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee Meeting  
October 8, 2025 @ 6:00 PM 

This meeting is recorded for public record.  

 
  
Committee Members: 
Lisa Dorsey, Chair  
Nicole Scimone  
Brian McGinnis  
  
Chief of Police West Chester Police Department: Joshua Lee 
Director of Parks & Recreation: Keith Kurowski  
Borough Manager: Sean Metrick 
Fire Chief West Chester Fire Department: Mark Scanlon 
Director of Operations Good Fellowship Ambulance Club: Justin Robbins 

 
  
Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee Meeting:  
I. Call to Order 

II. Announcements 

III. Comments 
Comments, suggestions, petitions by residents, taxpayers and visitors in attendance 
regarding items that are not on the agenda. Please be advised there is a 5-minute time limit 
which is at the discretion of the Council President and/or Chair. 

IV. Reports  

 A. Reports (attachment): 

i. Monthly WCFD Report – budget comments 
ii. Monthly WCPD Report – budget comments 

iii. Monthly GFAC Report – budget comments 
 

V. Old Business 

 A. Approve September 2025 meeting minutes (attachment)   

VI. New Business 

 A. Motion to revise Chapter 80 pertaining to background checks for solicitation permits - 
80-3; and prior approval for fixed locations - 80-10 (attachment) 
Issue: Discuss background check process and procedures; and approval of items in a 
fixed location  

VII. Other Business 

VIII. Adjournment 
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Visit www.west-chester.com for access to all attachments.   
Agendas are posted to www.west-chester.com by noon 3 business days prior to the meeting.  
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report September 2025 Page 1 of 5 

Incident Summary 

 

Total Incidents for September: 161 

West Chester Borough: 73 

East Bradford Township: 16 

West Goshen Township: 30 

Birmingham Township: 3 

Thornbury Township: 7 

Westtown Township: 19 

Mutual Aid Responses: 9 

Total Time in Service: 70:34:17 

Average Manpower: 6.2 

Training/Activity Summary 

 

September 

Total Training Hours: 972:00 

Total Activity Hours: 805:25 

Property Loss 

 

September 

  Property Contents 

Pre Incident Value: $7,500.00 $500.00 

Estimated Loss: $7,500.00 $500.00 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Monthly Report 
September 2025 

 

2025 

Total Training Hours: 9182:15 

Total Activity Hours: 7316:55 

Total Incidents for 2025: 1269 

West Chester Borough: 563 

East Bradford Township: 127 

West Goshen Township: 239 

Birmingham Township: 22 

Thornbury Township: 60 

Westtown Township: 121 

Mutual Aid Responses: 133 

Total Time in Service: 571:27:33 

Average Manpower: 7.7 

2025 

  Property Contents 

Pre Incident Value: $33,380,237.00 $30,665,750.00 

Estimated Loss: $1,729,487.00 $668,650.00 

Significant Incidents 

September 1 - Trash Fire / W Chestnut Street, West Chester Borough 

September 20 - Vehicle Fire / Pottstown Pike, West Goshen Township 

September 25 - House Fire / McCardle Drive, East Bradford Township 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report September 2025 Page 2 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fires 8 4.97% 
Rescue & Emergency Medical Service 16 9.94% 
Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 7 4.35% 
Service Call 19 11.80% 
Good Intent Call 15 9.32% 
False Alarm & False Call 96 59.63% 

Total 161 100.00% 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report September 2025 Page 3 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

 Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fires 86 6.78% 
Overpressure rupture, explosion, overheat - no fire 5 0.39% 
Rescue & Emergency Medical Service 107 8.43% 
Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 138 10.87% 
Service Call 150 11.82% 
Good Intent Call 171 13.48% 
False Alarm & False Call 612 48.23% 

Total 1269 100.00% 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report September 2025 Page 4 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fires 2 2.74% 
Rescue & Emergency Medical Service 7 9.59% 
Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 5 6.85% 
Service Call 6 8.22% 
Good Intent Call 4 5.48% 
False Alarm & False Call 49 67.12% 

Total 73 100.00% 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report September 2025 Page 5 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fires 16 2.84% 
Rescue & Emergency Medical Service 43 7.64% 
Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 48 8.53% 
Service Call 51 9.06% 
Good Intent Call 51 9.06% 
False Alarm & False Call 354 62.88% 

Total 563 100.00% 
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WCPD
Monthly 
Report 

September 
2025

WCPD 2025
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WCPD 2025
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WCPD 2025

Calls for 
Service 
Reported:
September 
2025
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Noise in 
September:

50 complaints

9 Citations

WCPD 2025
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WCPD 2025

Increase in vehicle thefts across the 
county and here in West Chester
• Our detectives are investigating 

several leads
• Most thefts are preventable
• Reminder to lock car doors and 

remove keys from the cars
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WCPD 2025

Get in 
Touch:

For more information

PoliceChief@west-chester.com

+610.436.1323

401 East Gay Street, West Chester, 
PA 19380

www.west-chester.com
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Borough of West Chester, PA

§ 80-3 § 80-5

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/WE0442 on 2025-09-24

 

 

ARTICLE I 
Peddling and Soliciting 

§ 80-1. Registration and license required. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997] 

No person, association, partnership, firm or corporation (hereinafter "person") shall, either directly 
or indirectly, sell goods, wares, merchandise, magazines, periodicals, books or other personal 
property by canvassing or soliciting or solicit or canvass for contributions in the Borough of West 
Chester without first having registered with the Borough Manager and obtained a license from the 
Borough. 

§ 80-2. Application requirements. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997] 

A. Any person desiring to directly or indirectly sell services, goods, wares, merchandise, 
magazines, periodicals, books, or other personal property by canvassing or soliciting, or 
solicit or canvass for contributions in the Borough, shall submit a written application to the 
Borough Manager on a form to be furnished by the Borough, accompanied by two one 
photograph, (two-inch by three-inch minimum) of himself taken within six months prior to 
the date of application. [Amended 3-19-2003 by Ord. No. 8-2003] 

B. The applicant shall state in such written application his/her name; sex; social security 
identification number; home and business address and telephone number; the name, address, 
telephone number and Pennsylvania sales tax identification number of the business, employer 
or organization, if any, for which he/she desires to undertake the activities which require this 
registration; the category of goods to be sold; a food vendor's license number for Chester 
County, if applicable; the length of time he/she wishes to engage in this work, including days 
of the week and hours; the make and model of vehicle, if any, he/she will use, its registration 
number, his/her driver's license number; a certificate of automobile liability coverage; a 
statement as to whether he/she has ever been convicted of a felony, misdemeanor or a crime 
of any kind and the jurisdiction in which such offense occurred;  

[Amended 3-19-2003 by Ord. No. 8-2003] 

C. In addition thereto, the application shall contain the signature of the employer as well as of 
the applicant and shall contain therein the stipulation and agreement on the part of the 
employer, in consideration of the issuance of such license or permit, to become liable for any 
and all acts of such applicant while within the Borough of West Chester, in violation of law 
or otherwise. Such employer liability shall be construed to have no application to bona fide 
charitable organizations. 

D. A license will not be issued to any person who has been convicted of a felony, misdemeanor 
or a crime of any kind involving moral turpitude, and such person shall not be allowed to 
engage in canvassing and soliciting in the Borough. 

E. A license will be valid for one year from the date on which it is issued. Such license may not 
be transferred from one person to another and shall be considered a personal permit or license. 
No more than two licenses will be permitted per person. There will be no change of category 
of goods sold during the period of time for which the permit is in effect. 
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Borough of West Chester, PA

§ 80-3 § 80-5

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/WE0442 on 2025-09-24

 

 

 

§ 80-3. Investigation of application; issuance of license. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 
15-1997] 

A. Promptly upon receiving any application for a permit to canvass or solicit within the Borough, 
the Borough Manager shall cause such application and applicant to be investigated by the 
Borough Police Department. In the event that such investigation should indicate that the 
granting of such permit would or might be injurious to the public interest or to the public 
health, safety or morals, the Borough Manager shall have, and is hereby given, the power and 
authority to refuse to issue such permit. In any instance where the Chief of Police should 
deem it necessary or advisable to secure and check the fingerprints of any such applicant, 
refusal of such applicant to voluntarily furnish such fingerprints shall constitute, in and of 
itself, sufficient and valid grounds for refusal to issue such permit. 

 

A. The applicant shall provide a report of federal criminal history record information with their 
application. For the FBI record check, the applicant shall submit a full set of fingerprints to 
the Pennsylvania State Police, or its authorized agent, to be submitted to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation for the purpose of verifying the identity of the applicant and obtaining a 
current record of any criminal arrests and convictions. FBI criminal background checks 
completed within 365 days of application will be accepted. 

 

B. For approved applicants, the Borough Manager will issue a license, to which one of the 
applicant's photographs will be affixed, to the applicant within 10 14 days from the filing a 
fully completed application.    

§ 80-4. Standards of conduct. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997] 

Every person to whom a license has been issued shall in the conduct of his/her activity comply 
with the following standards of conduct: 

A. He/she shall carry his/her license at all times and exhibit it upon request to any police officer 
or ordinance officer of the Borough and to any person upon whom he/she shall call or with 
whom he/she shall talk. 

B. He/she shall not permit any person to have possession of his/her license and shall immediately 
report its loss to the Borough Manager. He/she shall not cause or permit his/her license to be 
altered or defaced in any way. 

C. He/she shall not enter or attempt to enter any dwelling or otherwise remain upon any private 
property without the invitation or permission of the occupant or property owner and shall 
immediately leave any premises upon request of the occupant or property owner. 

D. He/she shall engage in canvassing or soliciting only between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday, on Saturday and legal holidays, 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. and 
on Sunday only in the Town Center Zoning District. [Amended 3-19-2003 by Ord. No. 
8-2003] 

E. He/she shall not be guilty of any false pretense or misrepresentation, and, particularly, he/she 
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Borough of West Chester, PA

§ 80-3 § 80-5
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shall not represent his/her identification to be an endorsement of himself/herself or his/her 
goods or services or of the goods or services of his/her employer. 

F. He/she shall inform the Borough Police Department, in writing, of any changes to information 
supplied on the then-current application within five days of such change. 

G. He/she shall immediately surrender his/her license to the Borough of West Chester Borough 
Manager upon suspension or revocation thereof. 

H. He/she shall keep vehicle registration, liability coverage and driver’s license, if applicable., 
current during the license period.
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Borough of West Chester, PA

§ 80-5 § 80-7
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§ 80-5. Suspension and revocation of license. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997] 

A license may be suspended by the Borough Manager if the holder fails to comply with the 
standards of conduct and responsibilities contained in § 80-4 of this article. A license may be 
revoked or suspended upon the basis of fraud, misrepresentation or the making of knowingly false 
statements in the application, the application process or in the course of conducting the licensed 
operation. 

§ 80-6. Appeals from suspension. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997] 

Any person whose license has been suspended or revoked shall be entitled to appear before 
the Borough Council at the next regular or special meeting for the purpose of requesting a hearing 
on the revocation or suspension, provided that such person has provided Borough Council with 
written notice of such request at least five business days prior to Borough Council's next regularly 
scheduled or specially scheduled meeting. If such person does not provide Borough Council with 
at least five business days' written notice prior to the next regularly scheduled or specially 
scheduled meeting, Borough Council may, in its discretion, conduct a hearing at such time or 
schedule a hearing within five business days of such regular meeting or special meeting. Following 
the hearing, Borough Council may reinstate the license, affirm the revocation of the license or 
affirm or modify the suspension of the license for a period not to exceed five years. No person 
shall be denied a license or have such license suspended or revoked except by procedures 
consistent with due process of law. 

§ 80-7. Persons exempt from license and fee requirements. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. 
No. 15-1997] 

A. The following persons, although subject to all other provisions of this article, are exempted 
from the registration fee requirements only of this article: 

(1) Farmers engaged in selling only the produce of their own farms. 

(2) Persons engaged in the sale of goods, wares and merchandise donated by the owner 
thereof, the proceeds whereof are to be applied to any charitable or philanthropic 
purpose. 

(3) Persons who have been licensed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to engage in an 
activity described below, when so engaged: 

(a) Real estate broker. 

(b) Insurance broker. 

(c) Securities broker. 

(4) Political campaign workers. 

B. Any persons, organizations or corporations that have received approval from Borough 
Council to conduct a special event within the Borough shall be responsible for the vendors 
participating within the boundaries of that event. The organizer of the event shall register each 
vendor with the Borough Manager and supply information required by § 80-2 of this 
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§ 80-7 § 80-11
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article. Registered vendors will receive permission to operate their stands for that special 
event only and will not be required to pay the registration fee required by this chapter. No 
other vendors will be permitted within the boundary area of such event during the time period 
designated for the special event. Existing businesses in the Borough will be permitted to sell 
merchandise in the area adjacent to the business, provided that such business complies with 
and conducts such sale in accordance with the vendors' responsibilities and guidelines 
applicable to such special event. 

C. These exemptions shall apply to the aforesaid persons only and then only while they are 
engaged in the activity as aforesaid. At all other times, all the provisions of this article shall 
apply.1 

§ 80-8. Persons under sixteen exempt. 

This article shall not apply to boys or girls under the age of 16 years, who take orders for and 
deliver newspapers, greeting cards, candy and the like, or who represent the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts or similar organizations and take orders for and deliver cookies and the like. 

§ 80-9. Registration and application fee. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997; 
3-19-2003 by Ord. No. 8-2003] 

Every person who is required to obtain a license to perform the activities specified in § 80-1, and 
who is not otherwise exempt from the license requirement pursuant to §§ 80-7 and 80-8, shall pay 
a registration and application fee in the amount of $100 to the Borough at the time the person 
submits a written application for a license in accordance with § 80-2. At the time of the issuance 
of the license, such person shall receive information on the business privilege tax, a copy of the 
ordinance governing peddling and soliciting, rules of conduct for vendors and will be advised of 
the time and place of an orientation session conducted for the purpose of answering any questions 
regarding applicable ordinances. 

§ 80-10. Prior approval required for fixed location. 

Any person licensed under this article or exempt under § 80-7 or 80-8 hereof shall not occupy any 
fixed location upon any private property, street or alley of the Borough for the purpose of 
engaging in the business aforesaid, with or without any stand or counter, except with the prior 
approval of the property owner or AND Borough. Notwithstanding any such prior approval, the 
Borough police, Borough Manager or their authorized designee may require any such licensee to 
abandon any location which is hazardous to traffic or passersby or which otherwise significantly 
obstructs the movement of traffic or passersby or otherwise upon the request of the owner of any 
location on which such person is situate. 

§ 80-11. Additional responsibilities. [Added 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-19972] 

A. Every person to whom a license has been issued is responsible for trash removal and cleanup 
of his or her operations and for maintaining an area within 15 feet of the stand free of all trash 

 

1. Editor's Note: Former Subsection D, regarding registration of exempted persons, organizations and corporations, which subsection 
immediately followed this subsection, was repealed 3-19-2003 by Ord. No. 8-2003. 

2. Editor's Note: This ordinance also provided for the renumbering of former §§ 80-11 through 80-16 as §§ 80-13 through 80-18. 
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generated by the vending operations and for washing the sidewalk area occupied by the stand 
as necessary. 

B. Every person to whom a license has been issued must clean up and remove all trash, litter, 
garbage and refuse generated by his or her vending operation, provided that such trash, litter, 
garbage and refuse generated by the vending operation shall not be placed in any public 
receptacle or in any private property without permission of the property owner. 

C. Permitted stands are not to exceed four feet in width, eight feet in length and eight feet in 
height. The definition of "permitted stand" includes all merchandise extensions and coverings. 

D. Any storage area for goods which are not on display should not be visible to the public. 
Advertising and other signage shall not be temporary paper/handlettered signage. Any sign 
shall be no more than six square feet and must be mounted on the stand. Items permitted on 
the sign shall include the name of the stand, a listing of items sold and the price thereof. 

§ 80-12. Public collection. [Added 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997; amended 12-19-2001 by 
Ord. No. 17-2001] 

Public collection (bucket brigades) shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of § 80-4. 
Each person participating in the public collection shall identify on his or her body the name of the 
organization or cause which the funds are collected for. No public collection will be permitted on 
Sunday. Only one nonprofit or charitable organization will be permitted to conduct a public 
collection on any permitted day or within any permitted time period. A nonprofit or charitable 
organization shall be permitted to conduct a public collection twice per calendar year, provided 
that each collection is at least six months after the last public collection conducted by such 
nonprofit or charitable organization. 

§ 80-13. Violations and penalties. [Amended 10-15-1997 by Ord. No. 15-1997] 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this article shall be sentenced to 
pay a fine of not more than $600, together with costs of prosecution. The imposition of a penalty 
as provided herein shall not serve to prevent the abatement of any nuisance or to prevent the 
revocation of the license or license held by any person who shall violate the provisions of this 
article or any other law or ordinance while engaged in activities licensed under the provisions of 
this article. Each day of a violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
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