
 

Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee Meeting  
April 7, 2026 @ 6:00 PM 

This meeting is recorded for public record.  

 
  
Committee Members: 
Bryan Travis, Chair  
Brian McGinnis 
Lisa Kearns  
  
Chief of Police: Joshua Lee 
Director of Parks & Recreation: Keith Kurowski  
Borough Manager: Sean Metrick 
Fire Chief: Mark Scanlon 
Director of Operations Good Fellowship Ambulance Club: Justin Robbins 

 
  
Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee Meeting:  
I. Call to Order 

II. Announcements 

III. Comments 
Comments, suggestions, petitions by residents, taxpayers and visitors in attendance 
regarding items that are not on the agenda. Please be advised there is a 5-minute time limit 
which is at the discretion of the Council President and/or Chair. 

IV. Reports  

 A. Monthly WCFD Report  (attachment) 

 B. Monthly WCPD Report  (attachment) 

 C. Monthly GFAC Report  (attachment) 

 D. Public Safety Committee – Chair Report, workplan and issues raised at prior meetings 
(attachment)  

V. Old Business 

 A. Approve March 2026 meeting minutes (attachment)  

 B. Motion to adopt the amendment to Chapter 80 – Peddling, Soliciting, 
Handbills (attachment)  
Issue: Review amendments to Chapter 80 

VI. New Business 

 A. Discuss impact of mass gatherings in residential areas. 
Issue: Discuss mass gatherings at student houses and social clubs in residential 
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neighborhoods.  

 B. Motion to approve weekend closure of Gay Street for summer open air market. 
Issue: Approve the weekend closure of Gay Street  

 C. Discuss impact of vape shops in residential neighborhoods in proximity to parks, 
schools,and bus stops in the residential zoning districts. 
Issue:  Discuss the impact of the retail use of vape shops in residential neighborhoods  

 D. Discuss Borough chain of command for emergency and non-emergency issues in the 
Borough. 
Issue: Currently there is no in-house emergency and/or non-emergency team to 
contact.  

 E. Special Event Applications (SEAs) (attachments) 

i. West Chester Green Team - Porchfest 2026 - May 16 2026 
ii. Friends of Marshall Square Park - Summer Concert Series:   June 18, July 9, 

July 30, August 20  
iii. F4s Chili Cook Off - October 11, 2026 (rain date:  October 18, 2026) 

Issue: Approve Special Event Permits  

VII. Other Business 

VIII. Adjournment 

  
Visit www.west-chester.com for access to all attachments.   
Agendas are posted to www.west-chester.com by noon 3 business days prior to the meeting.  
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report March 2026 Page 1 of 5 

Incident Summary 

 

Total Incidents for March: 147 

West Chester Borough: 73 

East Bradford Township: 12 

West Goshen Township: 27 

Birmingham Township: 4 

Thornbury Township: 3 

Westtown Township: 11 

Mutual Aid Responses: 17 

Total Time in Service: 59:10:20 

Average Manpower: 7.9 

Training/Activity Summary 

 

March 

Total Training Hours: 753 

Total Activity Hours: 1,989 

Property Loss 

 

March 

  Property Contents 

Pre Incident Value: $83,100.00 $260,000.00 

Estimated Loss: $15,000.00 $20.00 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Monthly Report 
March 2026 

 

2026 

Total Training Hours: 2,906 

Total Activity Hours: 5,367 

Total Incidents for 2026: 474 

West Chester Borough: 198 

East Bradford Township: 42 

West Goshen Township: 110 

Birmingham Township: 11 

Thornbury Township: 20 

Westtown Township: 41 

Mutual Aid Responses: 52 

Total Time in Service: 217:07:54 

Average Manpower: 8.6 

2026 

  Property Contents 

Pre Incident Value: $18,919,900 $26,363,100.00 

Estimated Loss: $3,114,500 $1,687,720.00 

Significant Incidents 

March 11 - Vehicle Fire / W Market Street, West Chester Borough 

March 20 - Brush Fire / S Creek Road, East Bradford Township 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report March 2026 Page 2 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fire 9 6.12% 
Hazardous Situation 20 13.61% 
Medical 5 3.40% 
Public Service 16 10.88% 
Rescue 3 2.04% 
No Emergency 94 63.95% 

Total 147 100.00% 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report March 2026 Page 3 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fire 36 7.59% 
Hazardous Situation 67 14.14% 
Medical 28 5.91% 
Public Service 56 11.81% 
Rescue 15 3.16% 
No Emergency 272 57.38% 

Total 474 100.00% 
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West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report March 2026 Page 4 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fire 2 2.74% 
Hazardous Situation 5 6.85% 
Medical 2 2.74% 
Public Service 7 9.59% 
Rescue 1 1.37% 
No Emergency 56 76.71% 

Total 73 100.00% 

Page 6 of 53



 

West Chester Fire Department Monthly Report March 2026 Page 5 of 5 

West Chester Fire Department 

401 E GAY STREET          WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 19380          TELEPHONE: 484-887-2817 

Major Incident Type # Incidents % of Total 
Fire 5 2.53% 
Hazardous Situation 20 10.10% 
Medical 11 5.56% 
Public Service 21 10.61% 
Rescue 10 5.05% 
No Emergency 131 66.16% 

Total 198 100.00% 

Page 7 of 53



WCPD
Monthly 
Report 

April 2026

WCPD 2026
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WCPD 2026

What’s new in March:

• 140 people registered to take the Police Officer Exam
• 60 Candidates passed both Written and Physical Agility Exams
• 34 of those candidates are moved along to the Oral Exam this 

week
• Next steps are background checks in April and Mayor’s 

Interview in May
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WCPD 2026

Total Calls 
for Service 
to WCPD:
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WCPD 2026

Crimes 
Reported:
March 2026

* 3/1/26 thru 3/27/26
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WCPD 2026

Nuisance 
Crime 
Breakdown

* 3/1/26 thru 3/27/26
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WCPD 2026

Saturday, March 21, 2026

• 8 Noise Complaints in Southeast between 2pm and 3am
• Large Parties (~10 to ~100 people) occupying yards in 

Southeast
• Officers answered every complaint as well as contacting 

residences that had large gatherings and moving people 
along before complaints came in

• Officers made arrests and issued citations for various 
offenses
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WCPD 2026

Saturday, March 21, 2026

• Public Drunkenness:  5
• Underage Drinking:   10
• Disorderly Conduct:  3
• Noise:     6
• Public Indecency:   2
• Open Container:   6
• Fake ID:     4
• Other:     6

• Total Offenders:   20 
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WCPD 2026

Get in 
Touch:

For more information

PoliceChief@west-chester.com

+610.436.1323

401 East Gay Street, West Chester, 
PA 19380

www.west-chester.com
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March 2026 
OPERATIONS REPORT 
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CALL VOLUME 
 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Municipality Month % of Calls YTD
West Chester 206 24.0% 571
West Whiteland 196 22.9% 589
West Goshen 143 16.7% 432
East Bradford 68 7.9% 197
Westtown 64 7.5% 195
East Goshen 59 6.9% 179
West Bradford 23 2.7% 81
Thornbury 15 1.8% 47
Birmingham 4 0.5% 20
Newlin 2 0.2% 11
Uwchlan 19 2.2%
Downingtown 13 1.5%
East Whiteland 13 1.5%
East caln 8 0.9%
Caln 6 0.7%
Upper Uwchlan 6 0.7%
Coatesville 3 0.4%
Willistown 2 0.2%
East Brandywine 1 0.1%
East Fallowfield 1 0.1%
East Marlborough 1 0.1%
Pocopson 1 0.1%
Thorndale 1 0.1%
West Brandywine 1 0.1%
West Vincent 1 0.1%

857
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HOSPITAL DESTINATION INFORMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Receiving Hospital Total %
Chester County Hospital 389 45.4%
Not Transported 264 30.8%
Paoli Hospital 190 22.2%
Children's Hosp of Phila - KoP 8 0.9%
Nemours Children's Health 3 0.4%
Haven Behavioral Hospital 2 0.2%
ChristianaCare - West Grove 1 0.1%

857

Transported: 593 69.2%
Not Transported: 264 30.8%

857
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Meeting Minutes 

Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee of Borough Council 
 
Date:  Tuesday, March 10, 2026 @ 6:00 PM 
 
Committee Members: Bryan Travis, Chair  - Absent  

Lisa Kearns 
Brian McGinnis 

 
Staff & Representatives: Joshua Lee, Chief - West Chester Police Department 

Keith Kurowski, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Sean Metrick, Borough Manager 
Mark Scanlon, Fire Chief West Chester Fire Department - Absent 
Justin Robbins, Director of Operations Good Fellowship Ambulance Club 

I. Call to order by Brian McGinnis at 6:43pm, Bernie Flynn filling in for Bryan Travis. 

II. Announcements 

Announce Public Hearing, March 18 @ 6:30 PM to adopt an Ordinance to require Borough Council 
approval prior to any participation by the West Chester Police Department in Immigration Enforcement 
Authority under Section 287(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 

III. Comments, suggestions, petitions by residents in attendance regarding items not on the agenda. 
(Please be advised that all public comments have a 5-minute time limit.) 

IV. Reports - (Attachments) 
A. Monthly WCFD Report 
B. Monthly WCPD Report 
Chief Lee comments on the noble profession of police officers, who put their lives on the line each 
time they come to work to protect their fellow citizens. Corporal Timothy O’Connor, a PA State 
Police Officer, was murdered in the line of duty in Chester County. He was a West Chester native, 
WCFD volunteer, Henderson High graduate, husband, father and son. Chief Lee asks that we keep 
his family, friends and fellow officers in our thoughts and prayers. Chief Lee shares the information 
to support the family of Cpl. O’Connor. 
The WCPD monthly report states that there were four promotions in the department: Two 
sergeants and two corporals. The department has started the testing process to hire for the 
vacancies in the department. Total calls for service through our own dispatch center for the WCPD 
is over 30,000 per year. In 2026 January had 3,200 calls and February had 3,000 calls. There were 
no citations issued in February for noise complaints. There were 15 complaints, most were for 
snow removal and/or construction noise.  
C. Monthly GFAC Report 
Justin Robbins, Director of Good Fellowship, reports there were 787 total calls for services in 
February, with 195 of them in the borough. Just under 25% of their total volume. Busy month for 
rehab unit. GFAC operates the only incident rehab unit in Chester County. It responds to large 
incidents in the county to assist first responders. There were two fires in February it responded to. 
They assisted firefighters with a place to get out of the cold, warm up and return to the incident. 
This is a volunteer unit and responds to when requested by agencies. GFAC had promotions in their 
ranks as well.  
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D. Public Safety Committee – Chair Report, workplan and issues raised at prior meetings 
(attachment) 

Chair Bryan Travis is absent this month and the committee annual goals were reshared by Brian 
McGinnis. 

V. Old Business  
A. Approve February 2026 meeting minutes (attachment) - Approved 
B. Motion to adopt the amendment to Chapter 80 – Peddling, Soliciting, Handbills (attachment)  

Issue:  Review amendments to Chapter 80  
Need clarification of who will enforce permits on weekends and after hours. Also, clarification 
of groups, organizations, or businesses that currently are exempt from applying for a solicitor’s 
permit. Some of these groups possibly should be required to have a solicitation permit. Need to 
send back to borough solicitor and have a full discussion with the borough solicitor at the work 
session. 

VI. New Business 
A. Special Event Applications (SEAs) (attachments)  

1. Easter Egg Hunt (Borough Event), March 28th 
2. Care Center Foundation 5-K, March 28th  
3. EmpowerU Uprising 5k (race only) April 18th 
4. Helping Hands Amazing Race May 14th  
5. Citizen’s March for Life June 6th  
6. World Music Day (WCBID) June 21st  
7. Turkey Trot 5k (WCBID) November 26th 
Issue: Approve Special Events Permits - All Approved 
 

VII. Other Business - None 
 

VIII. Adjournment – 7:13pm 
 

Visit www.west-chester.com for access to all attachments. 
Agendas are posted to www.west-chester.com by noon 3 business days prior to the meeting. 
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